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House of Burgess: Democrats finally take 
stage 


No surprise that one of the debate’s least successful later drops out 
of race 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


After two marathon Republican debates split into halves, the Democrats 
finally took the CNN/Facebook debate stage Oct. 13 at Wynn Las Vegas. 
With only five candidates, compared to the Republican horde, it felt 
downright sparse. Sadly, Harvard professor and single-issue candidate, 


Lawrence Lessig didn't poll high enough to make the cut. 


Host Anderson Cooper was very good, but CNN had side queries presented 
by minorities. (A black man asked a Black Lives Matter question and a 


Hispanic gentleman asked an immigration question.) 


Lincoln Chafee began with a not-so-subtle Clinton jab. “I have had no 


scandals,” he said. “I have high ethical standards.” 


The former Rhode Island governor was a Republican until 2007 and 
independent until 2013. “You're looking at a block of granite when it comes 
to the issues,” he said. He claimed ignorance on his 1999 vote to repeal the 
1933 Glass-Steagall Act because it was only a few days after he had 


ascended to his father's office after Sen. John Chafee died. 


A Republican prior to 1988, former Virginia Sen. Jim Webb was super 
intense, constantly complaining about not being given enough time. When 
Anderson Cooper has to say, “You agreed to these debate rules,” to you 
more than once, you should probably re-evaluate your life choices. (His 


announcement he was dropping out Tuesday came as little surprise.) 


Former Massachusetts Gov. Martin O'Malley — a natural politician who 
made a strong showing and was a Clinton supporter in 2008 — probably has 


no clue why he isn't the natural successor to Hillary in case of implosion. 


The ideological star was independent Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders. He had 
them all singing his song. Unlike the others, he never mentioned his family 


and stuck to the issues. And unlike Clinton, he can attack Wall Street 


vociferously because they aren't his donors. He was on the defensive 
regarding his record on guns, didn't seem to be the best listener and licked 


his lips constantly. (Take a drink, Bern!) 


Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton lived up to the comparison made 
by Slate in 2008 to Tracy Flick in the 1999 movie “Election.” “I'm a 
progressive,” she said. “But I'm a progressive who likes to get things done." 
In a moment seemingly engineered to highlight the fact she was the only 
woman, Cooper teased her about almost not making it back from the 


bathroom in time. “It does take me a little bit longer,” she said, before 


mentioning she would be the first female president twice. 


Her finest moment came thanks to Sanders. “Let me say something that 
may not be great politics,” he said. “But I think the secretary is right, and 
that is that the American people are sick and tired of hearing about your 
damn emails.” She immediately shook his hand with a Cheshire grin. After 
the debate, Hillary was hailed as the winner, but it's only because Bernie 
allowed her to win. He had every right to bring up ethical issues, but he 
took them off the table. Clinton won in the way you can say you score a 


strike in bowling with the bumpers filling the gutters. 


Winners: Sanders, Clinton, O'Malley. 


Losers: Webb, Chafee. 


Highlight: Cooper asked of which enemy the candidates were most proud. 
Chafee: coal lobby; O'Malley: National Rifle Association; Clinton: NRA, 
health insurance companies, drug companies, Iranians and Republicans; 
Sanders: Wall Street and the pharmaceutical industry. Webb: “I'd have to 
say the enemy soldier that threw the grenade that wounded me, but he's not 


around right now to talk to.” 


Bonus: The following weekend, “Saturday Night Live” had its most 
politically relevant moment since Tina Fey and Amy Poehler's devastating 
2008 Sarah Palin/Clinton impressions. Guests Alec Baldwin as Webb, and 
Larry David as Sanders stole the show. Baldwin had Webb's stiff delivery 
and time complaints down perfectly. David, also a mature Jewish Brooklyn 
native, seemed born for the part of playing Sanders. (Getting Ed Begley Jr. 
to be Chafee would have made it even better.) For my money, only one 
comedian is the king of Sanders impersonators, and his name is James 


Adomian. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


